
A Title 1 School 





The Paul Laurence Dunbar Middle School Soaring Eagles take pride in our 

Spirit, Optimism, Achievement and Respect.  It is our motto, our mantra 

and what we believe in above all.  Each day, our Eagles find new and 

innovative ways to reach new heights of excellence.  Along with the help 

and support of our deeply committed staff, PLDMS students continue to 

shine, year after year. 

 

Without a doubt, Paul Laurence Dunbar Middle School EAGLES soar with 

high demand ELECTIVE classes, rigorous and innovative ACADEMIC core 

classes, the only full-time Talented and GIFTED  program, a fun 

LIFESTYLE, a wide variety of EXTRACURRICULAR activities and 

competitive SPORTS teams.  

 

WELCOME 



 

Leadership  

At PLDMS, our Administration and Student Services team 

are committed to management through relationships, with 

both students and parents.  As a Restorative Community, 

our work is based around the individual needs, as well as, 

the needs and expectations of the community   We believe  

students must be deeply aware of their contribution and 

responsibility to the community and the impact of their 

actions on the others around them.  In that way, we work diligently to promote 

healthy and meaningful relationships among peers, across grade levels, walks-of-life 

and social groups.   

Dr. Nathan Shaker,  Principal   

Trent Eckhardt,  Assistant Principal   

Crystal Mraz,  Assistant Principal   

Suja George, Administrative Designee  



The PLDMS faculty is comprised of a group of dedicated instructors 

working in the profession of education to better the lives of young 

people they encounter.  Our faculty is a mixture of veteran teachers 

that have taught students around the  world as well as new teachers 

brimming with enthusiasm and a passion for education.  Using the 

latest scientifically-based practices, including technology-based 

instruction, our staff presents a high level of rigor to challenge every student 

academically.  In addition to academic development, our they are active within the 

lives of our students by serving as athletic coaches, sponsors, 

mentors and participants in charitable organizations that impact 

the lives of students.  We get involved and we know our students.   

While our focus is on academic development, social development is 

fostered by all staff as they demonstrate understanding, 

compassion, dignity and professionalism. 

Faculty & Staff 



Elective Classes  
Band  
Classes are for students at all levels of performance ability, no experience necessary!  Sixth grade 

students start in Beginning Band where they will choose an instrument to study for the entire school year. 

Second and third year players participate in Concert, Wind Ensemble and/or Jazz Bands, depending 

on ability. Band students will perform in concerts throughout the school year at PLDMS and other 

venues.   
 

Business Keyboarding  
Emphasizes proper typing techniques, reasonable speed and accuracy. Students are introduced to the 

many careers and career clusters that will allow them to make informed choices beyond high school. 

This course increases self-awareness and helps develop the skills needed to successfully plan for 

postsecondary education and/or the workplace. 
 

Chorus  
The purpose of the course is to introduce and incorporate basic vocal techniques that each student 

can use in the development of his/her own personal voice. Students will learn specific songs to add to 

their personal repertoire and publicly perform music of various genres. 
 

Culinary Arts  
This course is an interactive and fun cooking class that focuses on the hospitality industry, particularly 

restaurants. Students develop communication, time management and safe food handling skills as well 

as cooking skills.  
 

Eagle Expert  
Students work in the special education classrooms, providing extra help and friendship to our students 

with exceptionalities. Eagle Experts get to join classes for field trips and celebrations throughout the 

year, so the friendships extend beyond the classroom. This program is just as beneficial for the Eagle 

Expert students as it is for our students in special education classrooms. 
 

Health  
Is a fun, engaging and interactive way of learning about healthy habits to stay fit, healthy, energized, 

safe and happy. 
 

Physical Education  
Challenges students to be their best physically, mentally and socially throughout the year. Health and 

wellness topics are integrated within the physical education curriculum.  We are particularly proud of 

our state of the art climbing wall and our rigorous district-sponsored fitness program. 
 

Robotics  
Students learn by hands-on exploration, including designing, building, programming and testing their 

creations.  Students use the popular LEGO robotic kits to build small-scale robots.  All programming is 

created using LEGO programming software and transferred to the robot.  The Robotics classroom 

focuses on open-ended challenges, troubleshooting and project management to develop 

solutions.   Additionally, students get the extra benefit of enhancing their computer skills. 

 

 

 



 

 

Spanish  
The Spanish language comes alive through a technology-focused curriculum and a variety of 

modalities including dance, drama, music, games and multimedia presentations. Students will 

participate in culinary and karaoke events and have opportunities to perform in district language 

competitions as well as Multicultural Day. 
 

STEM  - Environmental Science / Life  Science 
STEM provides students a unique way of learning about the world around them. A variety of methods 

allow for interaction, investigation, engagement and self understanding. Environmental Science is 

dedicated focuses on the Human Anatomy, Ecology, Astronomy and Medical Terminology and 

Disease. This course includes hands on activities, projects and labs.  
 

Theater  
A wonderful experience for those with experience or those who are just curious. With a single course in 

our program a student will gain fundamental skills and knowledge that will help them understand what 

it takes to make it in theatre. Higher levels expose students to classical works from all time periods, 

culminating in one-act, full length and musical performances!  
 

TV Production  
Allows students to participate in producing and starring in the Eagle Eye News, our daily news show. A 

typical show format includes news from the community, school news, weather and sports. Daily features 

include student art, vocabulary and positive thoughts. Students rotate through each production and  

on-camera positions for a hands-on experience in television journalism and media arts. 
 

Visual Arts  
Art students develop abilities to visualize and imagine through critical-thinking sketchbook explorations 

and summative projects. We cultivate integration of right and left hemispheres through 

sequential  lessons taught through a variety of media, including drawing, painting, ceramics, illustration 

and graphic design.  Student artwork is exhibited on campus and in local public venues such as the 

Alliance for the Arts and featured on the school news. Our students are consistent award winners in 

competitions and students who plan to attend a Center for the Arts for high school are given 

professional guidance in preparing for auditions.  
 

Web Design and 3D Printing 
The content includes but is not limited to foundational knowledge and skills related to web and 

software development in the information technology industry. The course will focus on Key Applications, 

Computing Essentials and Living Online. This course increases self-awareness and helps develop the skills 

needed to successfully plan for postsecondary education by assisting students in making informed 

decisions regarding their future academic and occupational goals and to provide information 

regarding careers in the Information Technology career cluster.  
 

Yearbook  
A student run business that allows students expansive experience in photography, computer design, 

personnel management, money management, advertising experience and writing creativity that all 

come together to form an annual book that captures the spirit and emotion of Paul Laurence Dunbar 

Middle School. 
 

 
 

 

 



All students receive comprehensive instruction in English Language Arts (ELA), Math, Science 

and Social Studies.  Our academic programs are tailored to student needs, by teachers 

certified to meet their needs.  In ELA and Math, student assessment data is used to place 

students into on-level or advanced courses.  Science and Social Studies courses are 

comprehensive, including students at all achievement levels.  These courses are well-suited to 

students in the general education program.  Additionally, PLDMS offers specialized programs 

in the core curriculum areas, including:  
 

Talented and Gifted (TAG)  

Identified students will be offered a curriculum that is both rigorous and enriching.  Our 

program has a proven twenty year record of academic performance that surpasses most and 

is recognized for preparing students exceptionally well for upper level high school coursework 

and beyond.  Students in this program typically score at the top of both district and national 

standardized tests.   
 

Exceptional Student Education (ESE) 

PLDMS offers a wide range of services for students with varying exceptionalities.  Students are 

placed in classes to meet needs based on their individualized educational plan while meeting 

course and credit requirements for middle school.  Our  program is an inclusive program 

serving a diverse population of students’ needs.  We have a highly experienced and 

diversified ESE teaching staff that utilizes the latest technological and direct instructional 

methods for academics with life and social skills at the forefront for each student.  A focus on 

independent function and social skills through community based instruction and hands on/

real world activities help prepare our students for high school and beyond.   
 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 

The ESOL Program at PLDMS is comprised of two components: The first being, Content–Based 

Instruction which focuses on academic language. All instruction is delivered in English with 

clarification in student’s primary language when possible.  Academic English is taught through 

reading, language arts, math, science and social studies classes.  PLDMS Academic teachers 

include a strong English language development component within their classroom setting as 

well as academic support through their ESOL Support class. The second component being 

English as a Second Language course which focuses on learning social English through formal 

language lessons in cooperation with the Rosetta Stone programs as well as basic 

English reading and writing skills via the Inside Fundamentals curriculum for beginners during 

ESOL Language Arts courses . 

 Academics 



Math  

Our teachers instruct all students at high levels preparing students to be critical thinkers and 

independent problem solvers. Students are always challenged to do their utmost best while 

they correlate the relevance of mathematics to our ever changing world of technology. We 

offer a variety of math courses including on-level, advanced, gifted, Algebra I Honors, 

Geometry Honors and Fast Track. Intensive math is required for students who score below 

proficiency on their previous year FSA Math test or students needing additional support.  

Students enrolled in advanced, gifted/honors and Fast Track Math courses can earn one to 

two High School Math credits through rigorous instruction while preparing students to be 

successful in high school and college level courses.  
 

English / Language Arts (ELA) 

We offer a variety of ELA courses to meet the learning needs and abilities of each student 

including intensive, standard and gifted/honors. Additionally, we offer reading support classes 

for students who might be on the cusp of reaching new levels in reading achievement. ELA 

classes focus both on writing and reading. While writing is embedded into all content areas, 

ELA classes prepare students to write for a variety of purposes, analyze literature and discover 

different writing techniques.  
 

Science 

Students in sixth and seventh grade will have a single blocked science course; meaning 

students will have science every other day. Eighth grade science students will be double 

blocked in preparation for the Statewide Science Assessment (SSA).  At each grade level, we 

incorporate many hands-on activities and lab experiments to engage our students in the 

world of science.  We also offer a Life/S.T.E.M. elective course for students who want to 

continue their exploration of scientific concepts.  Here at PLDMS, our goal is to inspire the 

scientist within our students.  
 

History 

Our students explore three different exciting subjects. In 6th grade, our students take a single 

block class on World History. They explore ancient time periods and the far reaching global 

impacts of societies  such as Mesopotamia, Ancient Greece and Egypt. In 7th grade our 

students dive into American Government where they are double blocked in Civics class. In 

Civics, our students learn to become well informed citizens who will learn how to write laws, 

participate in mock trials and cast their vote in a mock election. Students then take what 

they’ve learned in 7th grade Civics and apply their knowledge to 8th grade American History. 

In American History, students dive into more detail about this great country’s history as they 

explore the 13 colonies and the documents that make America special.  



What is TAG? 

 

The Talented and Gifted Program at PLDMS, an 

Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance 

Learning (ACCEL) system, combines students with Gifted 

eligibility through their Educational Plan (EP) and 

students identified as “Talented” through an application 

process that occurs before entering 6th grade.  Through 

the TAG program, students can earn high school credits while in Middle School, including 

Algebra, Geometry and Spanish.  

    

Application Process 

Gifted students are automatically enrolled in the program.  Incoming 6th Graders earning 

a level 4 or higher on both Reading and Math standardized tests are prime candidates for 

TAG, and are strongly encouraged to apply.  Student standardized test scores (FSA, STAR), as 

well as math and writing assessments, are reviewed by our Leadership team for acceptance 

into the program.  At times, through Elementary School recommendation, Level 3 students 

may be eligible to enter.  Talk to an administrator for more details.   

Academics in TAG 

Teachers in the TAG program are gifted certified and use some of the most innovative and 

creative methods available to educators.  TAG students participate each year in Science Fair 

and History Fair in 7th and 8th grade.  TAG students choose exploratory and enrichment courses 

from all offerings, and are encouraged to participate in the Arts, Technology and Robotics 

programs.  All TAG students are eligible to be on a PLDMS Fast Track Math tier. Please see next 

page for more information. 

Minimum Requirements to stay in the Program 

Students in TAG are held to high academic standards.  Students must maintain a quarterly “B” 

average in each of these highly-rigorous academic classes and meet standards expectations 

on state assessments. Students not achieving these standards may be placed on a 

probationary status.  Fluctuation in FSA performance from year-to-year will be handled on an 

individual basis.  All TAG students and parents agree to a “TAG Contract” that includes 

requirements for academic, attendance and behavioral excellence.  A quarterly review of 

information related to the expectations may result in probation, or removal from the program.   

Talented & Gifted Program 



What is Fast Track Math? 

 

Fast Track Math at PLDMS is an accelerated math progression for qualified students. Tier I & II 

are designed for high achieving middle school math students. Tier I provides students the 

opportunity to take two high school level math courses, an acceleration of two years above 

grade level curriculum. Tier II provides students the challenges of a curriculum that is  

accelerated one year above grade level and offers one high school level math course. Fast 

Track math is for students whom math comes easy to them, work hard, enjoy being  

challenged, are independent learners and strive to do their best. 

 

Fast Track Tier 1 - Two High School Math Credit Courses

 
 

Fast Track Tier 2 - One High School Math Credit Course

*Indicates High School Courses where high school GPA is impacted by grades in these courses. 

Admission  

Criteria for admission into the PLDMS Fast Track Math Program include 5th grade standard-

ized test scores and STAR Reports per district policy.  

The ideal Fast Track math candidate possesses natural talent, intrinsic motivation and a love 

of learning mathematics. As students continue through the program, they will  

demonstrate superior performance in higher level thinking skills such as analysis, synthesis 

and application of mathematical concepts while acquiring a breadth and depth of 

knowledge which develops their ability to use this information with a high degree of  

competence. 

Some of the benefits of being on the Fast Track are that students learn developmental  

skills like time management, cooperation, perseverance and determination in problem  

solving and a unique and new understanding of the challenges of higher level  

coursework. Through this process they learn the value and importance of self-discipline. 

These learned behaviors are fundamental for students as they continue their educational 

journey. 

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 

Pre-Algebra Algebra I Honors* Geometry* 

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 

Math 2 Adv. Pre-Algebra/Algebra I Honors* Algebra I Honors*/Geometry* 

TAG Fast Track Math 



First Class Squad is a selected group of 8th graders that have been chosen by our 

Administrative and Leadership teams as students who embody the SOAR (Spirit, Optimism, 

Achievement and Respect) characteristics we desire all of our students to have.  They are 

student leaders within  the school and are an intricate part of school wide events as well as 

contributing to the positive culture of our school.  They are mentors to our younger students 

and incredible resources to our teachers.   

Lee County School Social Worker serves as the link between home, school and community. 

Our goal is to promote daily school attendance with a positive attitude towards learning. We 

can meet with you and your student one on one to discuss behavior, mental health, 

problems at home or anything  that may be preventing academic achievement. Your school 

Social Worker can also help you identify your child’s individual needs, how to best meet them 

to ensure success at school as well as help you navigate community resources. We want to 

maximize your child’s educational opportunities, build their self-esteem and help them to 

develop a positive work ethic and decision making skills so they may grow up to be well 

educated and productive. As school Social workers, we address any and all barriers to 

achieving success in the educational environment with the understanding that factors such 

as family culture, socioeconomic status, physical, and mental health can influence a 

student’s performance.  

Parental Engagement is meant to offer parents training on ways to work with their children at 

home to improve student success in school.  Research shows, students with actively involved 

parents are more likely to excel in school activities and succeed at higher levels 

academically. Parental Engagement includes parents, schools, families and communities 

working together to create meaningful partnerships that can only lead to increased student 

achievement, beginning in elementary and on into the college years.   

Peer Mediation is an alternative for resolving conflicts within the school community. The 

process of peer mediation is designed to help students learn how to defuse conflict, manage 

anger, communicate  and share their feelings in a positive structured way. The program helps 

the school create a caring and intellectual climate with supportive relationships. You have to 

apply to be a peer mediator. If selected, you receive training in the skill of conflict resolution. 

Once you graduate, you can practice the skills with your peers to encourage a safe 

environment of communication, compromise, acceptance and respect.  The program helps 

create a caring and intellectual climate with supportive relationships throughout the school. 

 

 
 

Lifestyle 



Positive Behavior Support (PBS) encourages a positive environment which supports all  

students’ quests to achieve Spirit, Optimism, Achievement and Respect.  Our school is proud 

to offer PBS as a positive and effective supplement to traditional methods of discipline. Data 

shows that we are achieving our goals through our newly developed mentoring program, our 

positive reward system and behavior education. PBS has a quarterly Eagle Celebration to 

highlight students who make positive and productive choices both academically and  

socially.  These celebrations are a positive behavior reward for students who have shown the 

underlining mission of Spirit, Optimism, Achievement and Respect.  This is a great way for  

students to feel rewarded for making the right choice. Students and staff are challenged 

each day to “SOAR” by showing Spirit, Optimism, Achievement and Respect.  
 

Restorative Justice is a Lee County School District approach to handling discipline issues in 

schools. Restorative justice is a theory of justice that emphasizes repairing the harm caused or 

revealed by one’s negative behavior. It is best accomplished through cooperative processes 

that include all stakeholders. Restorative Justice involves changing one’s mindset from a  

punitive way of thinking into a corrective approach. The restorative/corrective process of  

involving all parties – often in face-to-face meetings – is a powerful way of addressing not  

only the material and physical injuries caused by an infraction but the social, psychological 

and relational injuries as well. Here at PLDMS we are committed to using the restorative  

approach via Re-direct to S.O.A.R (RTS), Peer Mediation, Circles, Teacher/Student  

Conferencing, Parent Conferencing and other Alternatives to Suspensions (ATS). 

 

School Advisory Committee (SAC) is a parent/teacher participation team that receives  

information from the district, makes decisions that will help our school and works together to 

ensure all students reach their highest potential. Meetings are held regularly throughout the 

school year and typically contain several important items, including reviewing the previous 

meeting’s minutes, updating and monitoring the SAC budget, receiving updates of District 

committee meetings such as District Advisory Council (DAC) and the Finance Committee, 

developing and monitoring the School Improvement Goals and discussing policies and  

procedures of the school.  These are very important tasks and we welcome the input and 

participation of all on this committee. 

 

School Resource Officer (SRO) provides professional development information to the  

administration and staff in regards to bullying and recent gang trends. In a proactive way, we 

take the time to discuss with your children the advantages of good decision making verses 

poor decision making and the consequences in both. PLDMS is a Safe School that prides itself 

on protecting the futures most precious resource, your children. We here at PLDMS have zero 

tolerance for anyone who violates this philosophy in regards to fighting, bullying, gang  

related activities and disrupting the day to day functions of the learning environment.  



11th Period Tutoring is available after school every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday free 

of charge and focused specifically on Math, Language Arts, Science and Social Studies. 

Students will work in small groups with a subject area certified teacher to help with 

assignments or concepts they are struggling with.   
 

Anime and Manga Club is for the aspiring Otaku. If you like Miyazaki Movies, Pokemon or 

other Japanese shows/comics, this club’s for you! 
 

Art Club offers an opportunity to get into your “Right-Mind”, giving like-minded Creatives a 

place to collaborate and share the fun of artistic process together. We focus on individual 

projects as well as some that represent our school in the community, such as the Edison 

Home Children’s Tree Trail, Harry Chapin Empty Bowls Project and the Southwest Florida Fair 

Booth display. Art Club is collaboration, creativity and friendship and all budding young artists 

are welcome! 
 

Battle of the Books is offered as an elective class that meets every other day and/or it is 

offered as an after school club that meets once each month.  Students read all 15 Sunshine 

State Young Reader Award books throughout the entire school year.  Students are drilled with 

thought-provoking questions and given class time to sit back and enjoy reading.  The top six 

students will take part in the actual Battle of the Books Competition at the Lee County School 

District headquarters.   
 

Drama Club meets every month and is a collection of like-minded, theatre loving students 

who participate in various improv and acting activities.  Each meeting’s agenda is designed 

and implemented by the Executive Officers of Jr. Thespians.  ALL students are welcome to 

join! 
 

Environmental Club helps students build a bond with nature and learn how to protect it. 

Students take care of all native butterfly and food garden, attend field trips to learn about  

our local ecosystems and collect the school's recycling. Students also complete assignments 

and projects about some of the most pressing environmental issues we face. Students are all 

about solutions-based learning, working to protect our planet one student at a time! 
 

Game Club allows students to play all kinds of card games, board games and role playing 

games.  Game Club  focuses on socialization and making new friends.  So much fun can be 

had when people get together and interact through games. 

Extracurricular Activities 



 

Junior International Thespian Society (Jr. ITS) is an honorary society for middle school stu-

dents intended to highlight and honor student achievement in the theatre arts.  In order to be 

inducted, students must have a certain body of work within the field of theatre, a minimum 

3.0 GPA with no failing grades and exemplary behavior.  Jr ITS students have the opportunity 

to experience District and State festivals where they are assessed by professionals in order to 

receive feedback to hone their craft.   
 

Math Team is an award winning team of students who meet  each week and solve chal-

lenging advanced level math problems that enrich learning and personal develop-

ment.  Students attend competitions and compete for team and individual awards against 

20 other Middle Schools from across the Southwest Florida Region. 
 

Multicultural Club promotes awareness, acceptance and appreciation of diverse cultures. 

Our club is designed to help you have FUN and meet new friends, develop leadership skills all 

while learning to dance as a group in preparation for our Grand Finale of Dance!  

 

National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) an honor and a responsibility. NJHS is open to  both 

7th and 8th grade students who choose to apply themselves and consequently meet the cri-

teria established in the five goal areas of Character, Scholarship, Leadership, Service and   

Citizenship. Members are involved throughout the year in activities such as school fundraisers, 

coordinating canned food drives and organizing school dances to enhance school spirit. 
 

Odyssey of the Mind-OM offers an international enrichment program that provides problem-

solving opportunities. Teams apply their creativity to solve problems and then bring their solu-

tions to competition at the Regional, State and World level.  OM is "hands on" for students and 

"hands off" for coaches and parents. OM puts intellect and creativity on a pedestal and re-

wards risk taking. OM teaches and nurtures 21st century skills not taught in traditional academ-

ic settings.  
 

Run Club is an opportunity for students to focus on the sport and recreation of running as well 

as mingle with friends and enjoy other athletic activities.  Run Club usually meets once per 

week after school.  
 

Youth and Government Is offered as an elective class or after school club which allows 

students to participate in an interactive experience with government. Students interview 

and hear speeches on state and local problems from speakers ranging from the Fort My-

ers Mayor, Florida Representatives, School Board Members, etc.  Students then write bills 

to address state and local problems, and then debate those bills in a mock legislature. 



 

Intramural Sports are an opportunity for students to gain exposure to athletics, develop 

social skills and meet new people at school. Intramurals are open to all students at PLDMS.  

Extramural competitive teams are chosen by the coaching staff  and compete against 

middle schools across the county. Each activity has a separate boys and girls team, except 

Golf, which is co-ed. In each sport, 6th, 7th and 8th grade students compete together, except 

Track, which is separated by grade level competition. PLDMS offers Basketball, Volleyball, 

Cross Country, Golf, Tennis, Track & Field and Soccer.    
 

How are Teams chosen? Our competitive teams are chosen from students who participate in 

Intramurals by the coaching staff. These teams compete against middle schools across the 

county.  
 

Are there any eligibility requirements? Intramurals are open to ANY student. The only 

requirements for Intramurals are that students provide proof of insurance and exhibit proper 

behavior. There are certain requirements for being chosen to the school team: 1) student must 

have obtained a 2.0 GPA from the previous quarter report card to be eligible, 2) student must 

exhibit appropriate behavior, and 3) student cannot have any REFERRALS. 
 

Does my child need insurance? Lee County School District requires ALL Intramural participants 

to be covered by insurance. Forms for Student Accident Insurance are included in the 

opening day packet students receive; they may also be obtained on the school website, in 

the front office or from the Intramural Director. Students must have a signed Consent & 

Release Form, providing insurance company and policy number, on file with the Intramural 

Director for the current year before they will be allowed to participate. 
 

Is transportation provided? Activity buses will be provided by the school for participants. 

These buses depart PLDMS at 5:30pm and transport students to the school nearest your home. 

From there, it is your responsibility to pick up your child. Buses DO NOT drop students off at their 

normal bus stop. You may pick up your child in front of PLDMS on the parent pick-up ramp no 

later than 5:30pm. 

 

If you have additional questions, please contact the office (239) 334-1357 or email: 

Mr. Erich Ladwig-ErichRLa@Leeschools.net 

 

 

Sports 



 

The Early Eagle Summer Orientation Program   

Paul Laurence Dunbar Middle School is excited to host our annual 6th grade summer       

orientation, “The Early Eagle Program”, FREE to all incoming 6th grade students.  

The Early Eagle Program focuses on transitioning to middle school and includes enjoyable 

recreational activities to assist students in getting to know their new school surroundings as 

well as their new classmates.  

The tentative date for the program is Friday, August 2nd  from 9:00am – 3:00pm.  

A pizza lunch is provided, however students are welcome to bring their own lunch. The    

recommended dress code for the day is comfortable casual – students will be active and 

busy most of the day!  

Students will: 

 Meet and talk with Administration, Counselors and Teachers 

 Tour and get familiar with the PLDMS campus 

 Participate in “Team building” activities with new friends and classmates 

 Go on a scavenger hunt and learn about all the clubs, events and sports available at 

PLDMS 

 Learn strategies on how to transition from Elementary to Middle School 

 Receive Chromebooks and schedules 

Parents can register for the Chromebook information session which includes information on 

use of the device in the classroom and at home, care, responsibilities and Social Media. 

 

 

Early Eagle 



How many classes do students take at PLDMS? Students are currently scheduled for ten 

periods. They attend five classes each day, also known as an alternating block schedule, 

with Math and  Language Arts classes everyday. 

 

How are students placed into different levels of academic classes? We use Exceptional 

Student Education IEPs, Gifted EPs, standardized test scores like the State Assessment and 

grades in a holistic fashion to place students in the most appropriate levels of classes.  We 

have a vast array of classes for students with severe disabilities, to students who need 

remediation due to deficiencies in State Standards, all the way to students who need 

advanced and gifted experiences.  

 

What are the basic classes all students must take? Each student must have five basic 

classes each year at PLDMS: Reading, Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies.  

Career Education is required once during Middle School.  Physical Education is required 

yearly with exceptions available to students who need remedial classes or whose parents 

ask for waivers.  Students who score at or below certain levels on Reading and/or Math are 

required to have remediation in those areas. 

 

How do students let the school know what exploratory classes they would like to take? 

Each year current students and their parents are involved in expressing their preferences for 

the following year’s Exploratory Classes.  New students are sent information in the mail during 

the spring and summer.  Those students and their parents are asked to respond to this 

information by indicating their preferences in writing and by attending an evening 

computerized registration event.  All efforts are made to provide the preferred classes.  

 

How do students receive their schedules for the first day of school? Information will be 

sent via School Messenger as to when schedules can be viewed via Focus. A Student 

Orientation will be held the week before school starts at which time students may pick up 

tentative schedules and travel around the building and meet their teachers.  On the first day 

of school, official schedules are distributed to students in their homeroom upon arrival.  Staff 

is located around the building to ensure that students are assisted to their homeroom where 

student packets full of important information will be shared for students to carry home. 

Frequently Asked Questions 



 

Student Dress Code 

  

Collar Shirt with Sleeves 
Polo Style or Button Down 

  
PLDMS Spirit Shirt 

Any PLDMS t-shirt issued by school or purchased from the school store. 
  

Not Permitted 
Non-collar shirts, non-PLDMS t-shirts, t-shirts over collar shirt, sleeve-
less shirts or sheer tops. Too tight, ripped, torn, inappropriate or expos-
ing cuts or styles. 

BOTTOMS 

 
*ALL bottoms at minimum must touch the front and back of knee. 

Pants, Shorts, Capris, Bermuda Shorts, Skirts 
All bottoms must be worn at the natural waistline, properly fastened and 
free of rips, tears, or holes. All bottoms at minimum must touch the front 
and back of the knee. 
  

Dresses 
Must have a collar, sleeves, no slits, touch the front and back of the knee, 
and not be form fitting. 

  
Not Permitted 

Sweatpants, athletic pants/shorts, leggings, yoga or stretch pants. Any 
bottoms with rips or tears exposing skin or undergarments. No sagging! 

COLD WEATHER 
WEAR 

 

ZIPPER JACKETS, CARDIGANS, OR SWEATSHIRTS 
Must have zipper or buttons that exposes Collar or Spirit shirt. Sweat-
shirts and sweaters may be worn over appropriate collared shirt as long 
as the collar remains visible. 
  

PLDMS Spirit Jacket 
Any PLDMS Jacket issued by school or purchased from the school store. 

  
NOT PERMITTED 

Pull-over hoodies or cold weather wear not exposing a collar or spirit shirt. Hats 
and/or hoodies may not be worn on the head. 

SHOES 

 

CLOSED TOE SHOES 
Must be worn at all times. 

  
NOT PERMITTED 

Backless shoes, slides, flip-flops, bedroom slippers, sandals, highs heels, 
or any other footwear considered unsafe are NOT appropriate for 
school. 

MISCELLANEOUS NOT PERMITTED 
  
☒ Articles of clothing, jewelry, or adornments that could likely cause injury–such as large earrings or hoops, chains, bracelets, rings, studs, chokers, and/or 
headphones. 
☒ Adornments, either attached or pierced to exposed body parts other than the ears. 
☒ Apparel, emblems, insignias, badges, or symbols that promote the use of alcohol, drugs, tobacco, violence or any other illegal activity. 
☒ Clothing with slogans or advertising which, by its controversial or obscene nature, disrupts the educational setting. 
☒ Apparel or symbols which may be gang-related may not be displayed on a student, or on any item belonging to a student, at any time while on school 

property. Such symbols may be designated by administration, the school’s Resource Officer or a law enforcement authority. 
☒ Tattoos or drawing on one’s self or others with ink, Sharpie marker, etc. 
☒ Hairstyles or hair colors that are distracting, an unnatural color. 
☒ Hats, hoods, caps, bandannas, grooming combs, headgear, or sunglasses, except in conjunction with authorized athletic practices or activities, is prohib-
ited.  
*** There may be certain exceptions for medical conditions (with a doctor’s note) or when physical education classes are held outside. 
   

TOPS 



Mary Fischer, District 1 (Chair) 
Debbie Jordan, District 4 (Vice Chair) 

Melisa W. Giovannelli, District 2 
Chris N. Patricca, District 3 

Gwynetta S. Gittens, District 5 
Betsy Vaughn, District 6 

Cathleen O'Daniel Morgan, District 7 

General Board Office Correspondence 
BoardOffice@leeschools.net 

Gregory K. Adkins, Ed. D. - Superintendent  

Paul Laurence Dunbar Middle School 
 

4750 Winkler Avenue 

Fort Myers, Florida 33966 

Phone: (239) 334-1357 

Fax: (239) 334-7633 

Website: dun.leeschools.net 
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